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- AS DELIVERED-  



Mr. Chairman. 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, and 

Albania, and the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, align themselves with this statement.  

 

At the outset, I would like to thank Ms. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas, Assistant Secretary-General, 

Controller; and Ms. Carole Wamuyu Wainaina, Assistant Secretary-General, from the Office of 

Human Resources Management, for introducing the reports of the Secretary General. I would 

also like to thank Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 

and Budgetary Questions, and the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, 

Ms. Heidi Mendoza, for introducing their respective reports. I would also like to take this 

opportunity to welcome Ms. Mendoza on her first appearance in this committee in her new 

capacity 

Mr Chairman, 

  

As we reaffirmed in our statement at the opening of this session on 2 May, the Member States of 

the European Union attach great importance to peacekeeping – a core task of the Organisation 

and the UN’s flagship activity. We are strong supporters of peacekeeping and are committed to 

ensuring that UN peacekeeping is as effective as possible in order to serve the need of 

maintaining peace and security. We are actively engaged as participants in UN-mandated 

peacekeeping operations and other relevant activities, contributing with troops, civilian police 

and other personnel. We are also important contributors financially.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to commend once again the hard work and commitment 

of all UN personnel involved in peacekeeping. Let me also pay tribute again to all those who 

have lost their lives in the pursuit of peace. It is with their sacrifice in mind that we are reminded 

of the practical significance of our deliberations. 

  

Mr. Chairman, 

  

The Secretary-General’s Overview Report highlights, in an improved, streamlined presentation, 

key developments, policy changes and management challenges facing UN peacekeeping. We 

applaud this new approach and fully embrace the changes that have been made to the report. 

Building on the positive momentum in our Committee and the successful outcome of our 

discussion of this item last year, we are encouraged to renew efforts to engage in a constructive 

discussion and focus on potential areas of agreement. Providing policy guidance to the Secretary-

General in carrying out his peacekeeping mandates should be a shared priority of our Committee. 

 

We note that the Secretary General’s initial proposed budget for the financial period 1 July 2016 

– 30 June 2017 is $8.3 billion. The overall resource level is not increasing – but this is in part due 

to the impact of external cost factors – our goal must remain to deliver real efficiencies through 



new approaches and a 21
st
 century business model, to promote strict budgetary discipline and to 

ensure that resources are truly needed and used effectively and efficiently and in a transparent 

way. To that end, we are scrutinising closely the budgets of all the peacekeeping missions, as 

well as the support functions. 

  

In these tasks ahead of us, we will of course be guided by the observations and the 

recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, as 

well as those of the Board of Auditors. We will also give serious consideration to the valued 

recommendations of the Office of Internal Oversight Services. 

  

Mr Chairman, 

 

The HIPPO report has reminded us all of the need for peacekeeping operations to evolve and 

change to reflect modern realities. We all have a responsibility in questioning what we could do 

better to make the UN more flexible and enable it to better deliver its objectives. In this spirit, 

allow me to make a few remarks on our horizontal and cross-cutting approach to the 

administrative and budgetary aspects of peacekeeping.  

 

As highlighted by the HIPPO report, we need to ensure more agile, flexible and efficient field 

support.  The global field support strategy has modernised the support side of peacekeeping, but 

we believe that more work needs to be done, in particular in the field of human resources and 

supply chain management. We will continue to scrutinise and assess the results of the 

implementation of the global field support strategy, focusing on its qualitative and quantitative 

benefits.  

 

The EU Member States welcome and encourage the continued use of innovative and new 

technology, which have great potential, among others, to improve the security of the troops and 

to reduce the environmental footprint of the missions. As far as the ICT requirements are 

concerned, it is now more obvious than ever that shared components and elements will determine 

the future of effective ICT management in the field. 

 

Furthermore, we believe the Committee should assess the effects of the implementation of 

UMOJA and other reform initiatives, as it is clear that these have changed the way of how 

individual missions and HQ function and interact with each other. Therefore, we believe the 

Secretariat should establish broad guidelines and horizontal parameters as to how individual 

missions should incorporate and internalise the quantitative effects of UMOJA implementation, 

also in terms of its staffing component.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

All this leads us to believe that the horizontal component of the management and budgeting of 

peacekeeping operations is now more important than ever. Peacekeeping missions no longer 

function in isolation as support functions and individual categories of expenditures are 

increasingly shared and benchmarked against each other. It is time to adjust our approach to the 

financing and management of peacekeeping in light of these shared services and past and recent 

reform initiatives. We hope the Committee can proceed accordingly during the upcoming 



session. In this regard, we bear in mind the time-bound character of last year's decision on the 

RSCE and we are committed to full consideration of this matter at this session, This is one part 

of what the EU believes to be a medium-term objective: a fully integrated support framework for 

the United Nations that articulates a complementary division of tasks between all entities, and a 

good articulation between global and regional support functions. 

 

Finally Mr. Chairman,  

 

The EU Member States have consistently expressed in very strong terms their position on the 

sexual exploitation and abuse and we wish to reiterate it once again: one substantiated case of 

sexual exploitation and abuse is one case too many. We are therefore dismayed to learn not only 

that this remains a serious problem in the United Nations system, but also that the number of new 

allegations in 2015 has increased, and that the proportion of allegations involving sexual 

activities with minors or non-consensual activities with an adult again increased in 2015.   

 

We support the Secretary-General's leadership in presenting and delivering on an ambitious 

report. We share the concern for greater transparency and greater accountability, and we 

welcome in this respect the specific information provided in the report.  

 

We will discuss the recommendations laid out in the report in further detail during the session. In 

the meantime, please rest assured that the EU and its Member States are strong supporters of a 

zero-tolerance and therefore zero-impunity approach for all civilian, military and police 

personnel in UN and other international peace operations, as advocated by the Secretary-General.  

 

As always, Mr Chairman, the Member States of the European Union stand ready to engage 

constructively on this important agenda item during the course of negotiations. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


